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I am delighted tao report on behalf of your Exgcutive Committese the wmany activities in which
we are engaged. Also the inmovative ideas which we have for developmants in kagping with the
future Country Park status bBut retaining the umique characteristics of the arca. My

thonks to the contributocs,
assistance with photocopying.

and to Robin Sothshy feor

layout and Gl Vie Riley For

The Elqnur‘gunshire Canal 1951 - 1991,

E.C.Edwards.

o Rfter the tragedy of the 'Cathecing
EL :' and the loss of water out of the
Canal, the Cardiff Corporation, owners of
the Canal, decided to fill it in and disposs of
the land in various ways. Sites were sold to
EHS and Mackross for £120,000, and other
zites along the Canal leased for £20,000 -
quite a good return for their outlay of £44,
000. Nothing wos done about the s<ection
from Queen Street to the Sea Lock, sven
though the public complained bitterly about
th2 stench and the roats, until a i3-ysear old
boy, som of Mr= Howen of Dudlay PFlace, was
badly burnt. A teamp had lit a fire in the
bed of the Canal against the =side of an old
paint bBarrel; this exploded and thraw bucming
paint over the beoy, injuring him squarely.
This forced the Corporation to fill in that
saction of the Canal and creots o pleosant
patch of greenery for walks and recreation,
stretching from the =<a to the top end of
Busa Street.

In the agrecment betwaen the Cardiff
Corporation and Lord Butg on the sale of
the Caonal, section 31 stoted that the
Corporaotion was required to use the Canal
and its lands lying between Melingriffith and
Tongwynlais for public anjoument. A5 a rasult
of represantations madse to tha City Council
by Cardiff Naturalist Society, supported hy
other interested bodies the Coumcit, in Jun<
1967, resolved to designate this section of
the Canal and adjeining woodland as d Nature
Rasarve. In 1981, the Reserve (including the

railway * cutting) was declorsed a Statutory
Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in accordanca
with =sectiom 19 of the 18489 Hotional PFParks

and Access to the Countryside Act.

By today, this section of the Caonal is
full of clgan water flowing gently and
- peacefully, a home to all sorts of creaturcs

--and  plant

life. There 5 a varigty of
‘ different hobitet types - alder corr,
woodland, Maadow and scrub, and

consequently a rich assemblags of different
types of plants and anikals.

Bird Lfe is

abundant - around S0 different sSpacies
recorded 5o for. It i5 an excellent place to
introduce young people to the World of
Nature and teach them how to understand
and <enjoy it. If anyone wants to take
advantage of this opportunity, consult Mr
Chriz Powell on Cardiff 751235,

Editor's note: The conclusion of this
engrossing article covering Forest Farws and
the raest of the Raserve will follow in a
futurs Newslaettar.

Health Land. The City FPlanning
Tommttes Wil be wmoking their decision on
dixt October. Ted Edwards, Make Wiley and
Dr Mary Giltham arg mgomuhile submitting
supplament to our objection to the housing
devalopment. The purpose is Lo provide
further details of the wildlife value of the
site - both as it stands at preasent and as
it might be managed for the future.

Disabled HAccess. Much thought is b=ing
oppled to foclitate access for the disabled
to the Hature R<serve. The towpath
presants an ideal surface allowing access to
the canal with views overlooking Longwood
and the botteom meadows ard marshes (ideal
for bird-watching). Vzlindre Road <rnd
of the reserve presants problems with a
steep incline, but this would have to Db
gvercome by the building of a ramp alongside
the existing footpath. The work would De

dene in phases, and funding i a major
consideration. The 'Friends' have joined
UK 2000' in order to become elligible for

grant assistance for projects such as this.

Hembarszhip. The Secretary reports
that newly enrolled wmembers will in future
receive a pack containing a letter of welcowme,
a recant copy of the Hewsletter and a copy
of the Conshitution. Membership total is
i27.
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The Grey Squircel

(Sciurus Carolinensis) M.Wiley

[The mname Sciurus Lterall means 'he Who

zhodes himself with his tail'].

Recently, while out walking through the
Woods ane Morning My attention was caught
by a rustling of leaves. With interest I
watched a large grey squirrel busily burying
acorns. Having dug a small hole, the acorn
woas duly inserted ond covered over. The
surfoce was then wmaticulously poatted down
with its front pows, leaving no =ign of the
hidden larder. The Zame pProcess wWOS
repeoted evary few faet.

This concealed store will be umnearthad
during winter when food is  scorcest
(contrary to popular bglief, squirrels do
not hibgernate in winter but, like many people
during r<olly cold spells they spend lass
time in the opean).

How they coms to find the acorns
iz debatable. One Llne of thought is
they locate them by scent, another, that
by scratching around they come upon them
by accident. Either way, some acorms are
not found, and they will grow o form mnew
tregs. So the squireel, like the Joy (which
alsa buries acorns), does its bit towards
sged dispersal and tree planting.

Unfortunately, nuts, fruit and fungi
are not their only source of protein. The
grey squirrel will readily take birds eggs, orf
the young nestling themselves. As I
mantioned N a previous acticle, the nest
boxas wmade and <rected by our WATCH.group
had their entrance holes anlargsd, and the
nests robbed.

Another habit i= to strip the bark from
trees. I have wotched them tearing bork
from sycamora, thein favourite, in order o
lick the sweet sugary =ap just beneath.

Sometimes they will completely 'ring
bark' o tree, thus killing it. Sycamors, an
alian and very fost growing tree, coan be a
pest in a wood; the squircel thus 'does its
bit' for conservation, but native trees lke
the beech are also prome to come under
attock. This was one of the reasons the
governmant tried unsuccessfully to
@xterminate tham (o price of is/6d onece
being on their tails).

The grey squirrel itself, of course, is
not native to Greot Britain - we introduced
it from America in the 1870's.

The grey is much lorger, Stronger and
More gregarious than our shy native red,
with itz feathery <ortufts. This differance
in size and noturs wos first thought to be
the reason for the rapid decling of the red
zquirrel in Britain, dus to unaqual
competition. It was loter discovered that an
epidamic dizease was the culprit.

The red i now confined to the Isle of
Horth and HMid Wales and Scotland,

again
that

Wight,

where they tend o prafer conifer
woodlands. In these arsas they sgem to be

on the increas< becouse of the blanket
planting of conifers; 50 at least some good
COMSS out of the unnatural conifer
af forestotion,

There i= no red squirrel on the
resarva, or indesed in South Wales, but I

well remember the time o couple of years
ago when an excited chap, out for a walk on
the reserve, come running toward ma wWith
the news that he hod just s=¢en a red -
understandably mistaken by the grey taking
an a red appearance ot cecrtain times of
the year.

The winter drey, usually built close to
the trunk of a treg, i5 made up of o ball
of twigs, often with leaves attached and
lLined with moss and fur; the summer drey is
built out near the ands of branches. Twe
litters o y<ar are produced - spring and
summer - With usually 2 or 4 youmg, Wt
arg colled kittens.

0ne winter oftermnoon, while working
near the towpath I frightened o squirrel,
which roced up a solitary oak tree. I
watched, intrigued to =¢< whether it would
try and get back to the wood and its drey
on the other =ide of th< conal - a jump of

ome 15 feet. After sowme hesitation it
leapt. Landing omnm the wvery tips of the
canopy it unsuccessfully tried to gain a

hold and fell 25 feet to the canal. I had
often wondered whether squirrels could
sWiM. MYy question was soon answered; Mo
cooner hod it hit the freezing water, than
it swam rapidly to the far bank, shook
itself and darted up @ n2arby oak, bock to
the wormth of its drey, looking mno wWors=e
the wear from its icy ducking.

-------------------------------------------------------

HButterfly Garden.
Eemg gwen ©o  the presentation

information on tha site. R plaque would
indicats how the¢ gorden woas initiated and

Conszidaration is

an information boord would assist N
insact and plant identificotion.
Unfortunately, vandalism must be taken
into account. Tha Hide.

Consideration is also being given Lo the
siting of a hide near the naew scrape.

Work Projects. We arg in nged of volunteers
for an-geing projects - «.49.
the Butterfly Gorden. If you can join a work
group, please ring our Secretary, Dennis Davies,
amn ’ Cardiff 691051, He iz co-ordinating
operations, and compiling a list of
volunteers. Next date for a working
party on the Butterfly Gorden is
sunday drd Hovember. Among
othar things, there will De a
meodow rake; this helps to keap
the fertility low.
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Chris Jawmgs

‘Ronatld Locklay.

For many years I hove been intarestead
im the work of Ronald Lockley, a Cardiff boy
borm in Flessey Rood in 1808 and now living in
New Zgaoland. Shortly after his birth, the
family moved to Heol Don, Whitchurch, whera
his wother 5@t up a school for feg-paying
pupilz. The Llocation of the school, Milford
House, c<luded me until mid-June this yaanr,
when I racoived a telephong call from Mes
Mar jorig Davies of Heol Dom...

"Chris, was it you who was enquiring about a
privata =chool in Heol Don that existed about
80 years oago?"

I replied that I had been interested in
finding out which houss hod belomged to the
Locklays. Mar jorie continued...

~Mr  Lockley has bBeen here in wmy houss,
“Mking about his days in Canrdiff. He is making
a film of his Llife with Channel 4, and hos
found Milford Houss."

What on unaxpected surprise to heor
this news - and that he would shortly be
returning to hix Heol Don house! It wos
arcanged by the Davies' that I should meet
Mr Locklay while he was involved in filming at
Milford House, and at the Resarve.

The prospact of the megting filled me
with excitement. Lockley is not widely known in
hiz howme town, despite the fact that his
Work as a farmer and natucalist 5 known
around the world. His interest in natural
history was aroused by his wmother, during
convalescence after on
Claimed his Ufe. The young Lockley was
fncouraged to keep a diary and was given a
Rird book. He learnsed to identify the garden
birds, and kept his diary. It was at this

imt  he  claims to have found true
roppiness. This woax the turming point in his
Lfe.

He spent much of his time around the
Forest FarMm area observing wildlife and also
helping George Whitcombe, a local farmer and
haulier. AFter leaving =chool, he set up a
small enterprise raising chickens on  land

illness which almost

Whitcombe. This
he movad to o

loaned o him by George
bacoma oo sMall for  him;
farm near St Mellons.

At this time he wos
had developad a poasszion for ixlands. This
passion drove him to start farming the
island of Skolkhols off the Pswubrokeshire

in Mz tuenties and

coast. It was hare he estoblished EBritain's
first hird observatory and estoblished
himself ax one of EBritain's foremost
naturalists, working on Sheorwaters and

other s<abirds. He was also co-founder of
the West Wales Noturalist Trust (now Dyfed
Wildlife Trust). During the war ycars, his
time was spent on the wmainland farwming Dinas
Island, and as o Govermmant Flax OFficer.
The 'Farmer & Stockbreeder' ran regular
articles on his pioneecing proactices during
that period.

In 1849 the Norman manor house ot
Orielton in 5. Pembrokeshire waos purchased
by Lockley. Here he wrotge his book, 'The
Frivate Life of the Rabhhbit'. Origlton is now
a Field Studies Council field centre. Ronald
Lockley left Wales in 1970 to livg with his
daughter in New Zealand. From his Skolkholm
days of the 1920's to <migrating to New
Zealand he worked with such  eminent
naturalists as Jawmes Fisher, Hoax MNicholson
and Feter Scott. HE has weitten some fFifty
books, the wmost recent published this year,
'‘Birds and Izlonds: Travels in Wild Places'.

Those of us who met Ronald Locklay this
sumKer were impressed by hiz determination
to enjoy wild places. As a pioneer of nature
reserves  in Britain and abroad, it wWos
gratifying to hear him describe this
Glamorgan Coanal Reserve as a 'Jewel'., He
was also motivated to write an objection to
the City Council's plan to include the
hospital field=s in the Local Flan.

gne memory of my wmaeting which will
andure is of the 87-year old sawmpling an
uncipe pear  from o pear  tree of his
childhood in Milford House, and finding it as
unpalatable in June 1381 as the fruits of
June 1810, :

The Channael 4 progromme on His Llife
promises Lo be something worth watching; it
i due to be brooadcast this year.

Hember's Letter. I would like to offar
congrotulotions to all the 'Friends' who have
been involved in any way at all in the setting
up of the Butterfly Garden at Forest Farm.
I think fveryons who has seen it has been
overwhelmed by the sheer bDeauty of the
mass and colour of the flowers, particulacly
during July and August, ond te have
produced such o display in 30 brigf 6 tinmg is
nothing short of wmiraculous. I know I am not
only speaking for myself when I say what an
fnorMous amount of pleasure it has given,
and I think we all owe a great debt of
grotitude to thos¢ who have worked =zo hard

to achieve these amazing results. Thank you
and wall dona! Shaila Kernick.

Editor's note: A number of bButterflies which
developed in the Garden have besn observed
by the <agle-eyed. This encourages us to
contimue on itx enhancement.
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The ¥intgr Prograsme of Events,

As was the casg last year, the Friend<s have organised o =<ries of talks during the
Wwintar. Thesg take ploace on several Wednesday cvenings at the BETHEL HALL, Parck Road,

Whitchurch, at 7.30 pm.

This year we hove been fortunate to be able to attract speakers who are well-informed
about a number of issues which should be of interest to members.

The first speaker will be Mr GBuy Hawle,

Wwho works in the fishariexs division of the

National Rivers Ruthority in Coardiff. He will spedk to us on 20th Hovember concerning the
iMprovements in quality which we have all observed in the local rivers over the past faw

yeors.

Hr R. Alan Stevens, who hoas a long-standing intecest in local Industrial Archacology
and has written bookz on the canalsz of South Wales, will =peak to us on 23th January
18982, His talk will concern how the Glomorganshice Canal fits inte place with the developmants

of canals in South wales generally.

Finally, on 25th March 1882, Hr Dave Hull will present us with an outling of the

results of the hbird ringing =studias,
County over the past few years.

which he and others have been undertaking

in thea

The Sunday Walks continue throughout the winter: pleasg megt at the Forgst Farm
Warden's Centre on the second Sunday of <ach month at 10 am.

The Reserve ond Educotion. Esther Jannings

The purpose of the Frignds i Go
promote the interssts of the Reserve by
prowviding a public focus for its use. To help
advance this am, a group 5 to be
estoblished to produce educational material,
in the first instance for sale to schools at
o nominal price, by the Frignds.

The Natiomal Curriculum requires childran
'to bBe able to sort living things into broad
groups according to obsecrvable features’
and 'to know that Lliving things rezpond to
sgosonal ond daeily changes'. (Science in the
National Curriculum: Attainment Target 2).

Whot better resource to use to enable
childran to reach these and othar
attainments, than the Rasarve?

It i= propossed to produce one or WMore
'Educational Facks' for use by schools., The
Facks should <enable children to explore the
Resarve in o sStructured woy, leoarming as
they go, and probably =hould also provide
follow-up work. For instance, the Hational
Curriculum requires pupils to ‘be abla to give
an account of a project to help improve the
local anvironmant' (ATS). The reEarye
provides many possible starting points for
thix. The Packs should probably mot be
limited only to science. It should be possible
to link up with History, Mathematics and
other disciplines.

If you are interested in joining a
working group to produce these packs, have
any expertise to offer or any suggestions,
please contact wme on Cardiff 6250281, The
first group meeting will bBe held at  the
B.T.C.V. aoffice at Forest Farm on Thursday

Har-B-Que. Held on 25th July, thiz s
again a gr<ot success, wWith a tuemout of
over 50 members. Plenty to eat oand drink;
while the adults chatted the kids went
walking, and «njoysed o Hat ¥Watch.

Serenity

I Wil go agamm Lo @ genLis raunt
fraeg Fraegos i Fouang Wil e for fanne
MONTRES
fAen naturse s SoorTt Ftore can e anlocked.
Share with Amared speitF an aura arf hhope
MIICH reSLores Seramity For all who L
Farest Fars and bhe Local ¥asure Roscrmiy,

KFF

General. Qur new HNeowslatter
gistribution organiser, Tom Colston has b—n
co-opted on the Committee (Vary welcoti. -
Ed.). Mr Brianm Taylor, S¢nior Community
Education 0Officer of the Whitchucrh Youth
Centra, has expressed an intereast in the
involvemant of youth with <nvironmantal
matters. We welcoms the poszsibility of the
Youth Centre participating in these projacts,
which would bring mutual benefit.

-
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7th November ot 7.30 pa.

Stephania

Membership enquiries - Lo Mrs
Whitchurch,

Crocker, 45 Fanlling Road,
Cordiff (0222 B10043).

The HNavslatter Editor wishas to state that
all views axpressed by contributors are
their own, 6% is the responsiblity for them.

Published on behalf of Friends of Forest
Farm and Glamorganshire Canal Local Nature

Reserve, by Mr K. Patterson, 12 Mamnor
Court, Whitchupch, Cardiff, CF4 1BJ (0222
§27077).




